































































































Elizabeth Burns






Also known as A Chair, A Fireplace, & A Tea Cozy. Or just Tea Cozy. Talking about books, TV shows, movies.





































Pages


	
Home

	
About

	
Books and Articles

	
Presentations, Programs and Workshops

	
Review Policy






















































































































          
        
Wednesday, December 09, 2009


          
        






















E books, PDFs, and Audiobooks, Oh My








In December, 2007 and again in April, 2009 I did some guest blogging at ForeWord Magazine's ShelfSpace Blog. While ForeWord Magazine is going strong, they have discontinued doing that guest blogging. So, I am going to rerun those posts here at Tea Cozy. Any edits to remove confusion about things like dates is in brackets.


E-Books, PDFs, and Audiobooks, Oh My

Are some forms of reading inherently "better" than others?

When people start talking about an e-reader such as the Amazon Kindle2 or the Sony Reader, reaction seems to fall into two camps: "I want" versus "but that's not reading!"

I admit that I have techno-lust for an e-reader: they are so sleek! So shiny! So small! Think of how uncluttered my house would be if the books were all in this one small reader!

The other camp points to the physical aspects of the book: the feel of the pages, the weight of the book, the durability and lendability of an actual print book.

And I agree… I'd still want some of my books around. Books have memories; it’s not just owning The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper, it's owning the one I read as a kid. It's being able to take it off my shelf, reread, lend it to someone with an "OMG you'll love this" that just cannot happen with an e-book.

Or can it happen? I don't have an e-reader; so I cannot say, firsthand, the differences in reading an e-book. But, wow….the size appeals to my desire to simplify my life by decluttering my living space. And then there are the trees that would be saved. Did I mention how cool they look?

A similar conversation about reading is going on concerning review copies for book review blogs; if you had a choice, would you review from an Advance Reader's Copy or a PDF? If you think bloggers are new and techy, think again. A surprising number say, "reading on the computer isn't the same. I want the book." Bloggers spend enough time on the computer; a book is a break from that.

The Kindle2's text-to-speech function has brought another issue into the "what is a book" argument. A synthetic, computer voice can read aloud the e-book. Understandably, the Author's Guild got a little worked up about this feature, fearing that it may negatively impact audiobooks.

I love audiobooks; I'm a "listen while I drive" person. While a bad narrator may make me stop the book, I don't abandon the book. Rather, I go back to the traditional print book. A good narrator, on the other hand, can make a book come alive. It also forces me to really listen to the words, rather than skim or skip a descriptive paragraph or two.

Because I'm an audiobook listener, I personally think the Author's Guild fears of a computer voice are unfounded. Honestly, audiobooks are superior; when readers have a choice, they will go for the book that is recorded, narrated, directed, and edited by professionals. Not all books are available in audiobook. The Kindle2 provides a nice option for those books, magazines, and blogs that don't have an audio version.

You know what would be cool for the next e-reader? Being able to download audiobooks to it. All my audiobooks and e-books on one device? Sweet!

So what does "reading" mean?

I want to say, "read any way!" People have different preferences; and what works for one person doesn't work for another. To say "listening to an audiobook doesn't count" (as I've heard teachers and book club members say) is a disservice to those who get more out of an audiobook than a print book. (It also is insulting to those whose only choice is an audiobook, in that it says their reading experiences will never count, but that, dear reader, is another topic). "It doesn't count" shows a surprisingly narrow world view; "if something doesn't work for me, it doesn't work for anyone." Ditto for e-books and reading, with people who believe, "I wouldn't want to read on a screen, so no one would."

It's good to stretch our ways of reading. I want to say, "read any way." I do say it. I listen to audiobooks during my commute; and find that sometimes I pay more attention to the story than if I was reading a book. I prefer children's books that I can finish in less than a week. I've found that sometimes reading on a computer, where I can play with font size, is easier on my eyes than the small print of books. I'm open to an e-reader, and just found out that my iPod Touch has an e-book application that I'm going to try out. To truly respect the different ways people read, we should try them out.

And yet… I have to confess; I was recently asked to do the foreword for You Don't Look Like a Librarian: Shattering Stereotypes and Creating Positive New Images in the Internet Age
by Ruth Kneale. When asked, "do you want a galley or a PDF" – dear reader, I said a galley. I knew, to give the book a good reading, I needed the physical pages.

When it comes down to it – despite using other ways of reading – my own, personal preference is the old-fashioned book.


This was originally posted in April 2009 at ForeWord Magazine's Shelf Space blog.
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6 comments:


	








Kathy Martin
said...

	

I enjoyed your article but would like to add a bit. The Kindle 2 can play audiobooks. This is a quote from the user's guide: "You can download and enjoy thousands of audiobooks from Audible.com. Due to their large file size, audiobooks must be downloaded to your PC or Mac over your existing internet connection and then transferred to Kindle over USB. Listen to audiobooks through Kindle's speakers of plug in your headphones for private listening." So you can have it all in one device. I am not a big fan of audiobooks myself as I am better able to understand when I read than when I hear. I agree that sometimes the physical book holds memories so I'll never abandon my book collection. But I love my Kindle for its portability. Hundreds of books in my hand is hard to beat. And I have run out of places to put bookshelves in my home.
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Wendy
said...

	

I blogged about this issue recently, but your old piece brought up a new thought and I'm going to go ahead and offend a lot of bloggers by saying this: I bet subconsciously that many or most bloggers don't like the idea of PDF ARCs as much as book-form ARCs because they really do feel special when they get physical ARCs, and wouldn't feel as special about the PDFs. (Where did I get this idea? Because I feel it a little myself, of course. I don't think of myself as being at all vain about ARCs, but evidently I'm a little vain.) It would only be part of the reason, of course--I believe you when you say you do a "good read" better with a physical book, like the people who print out a rough draft to revise it--but I think it's there.
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Anonymous
said...

	

The other concern about e-books that I see is that you can't really share them or lend them to friends.  

Also, I wouldn't put it past companies to try to find new ways of making users pay for content--i.e., having the book go away after a certain number of reads or something like that. 

On the other hand, the space is definitely a consideration--if I were a more frequent traveler or had a longer commute, I'd probably want a Kindle or similar device for the space/weight savings alone.

Have any libraries actually purchased Kindles or similar devices?

--erin
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Kathleen
said...

	

I've participated in discussions like this before. Personally I'd much rather read a real book and if I had a Kindle I'd never buy books for it but I would use it for reading the few free PDF books I've downloaded or if someone ONLY has PDF review books, then I'd use it.
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tomlopy
said...

	

The audio version of the Kindle2 are very limited.  Sounds like a robot.  I like the real audiobooks.  Easier to listen to.  I like the ones on librevox and newfiction.com .  They are free.
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Kit
said...

	

I've been told that many blind people prefer text-to-speech to "real" audio books. The computer voice is very even and predictable, unlike real voices, which allows a competent audio reader to speed read by playing the audio faster. 

Personally, I don't necessarily think that computer voices are worse - while a good reader can heighten the appeal of an audio book, the wrong reader can be awful. Once tried to listen to an audio version of Zelazny's Amber books where Corwin sounded like a B-movie Clint Eastwood...
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Plus, I Got a Bookmark. Sometimes, a Button

The long awaited updated Guides from the Federal Trade Commission are almost here! Per the FTC  website, FTC Publishes Final Guides Governin...






	

Discovering Children's And Young Adult Literature: Listservs

Last week, I posted about how new readers of children's and young adult books can find out about print reviews. This week, let's tal...
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About Tea Cozy


Liz B. began Tea Cozy in 2005. 

What is Tea Cozy? It's a discussion of books, movies, and TV shows; with an emphasis on books for teens.  


Archive for posts from 2005 to 2010, and 2014 to present are below.


Archive for posts from 2010 to 2014 are at School Library Journal and at the Tea Cozy Archive.


Twitter: twitter.com/lizb
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Liz B's Favorite Books Read in 2010


	A Conspiracy of Kings by Megan Whalen Turner. 2010
	All Unquiet Things by Anna Jarzab. 2010.
	Charles and Emma by Deborah Heiligman. 2009.
	Countdown by Deborah Wiles. 2010.
	Heist Society by Ally Carter. 2010
	Incarceron by Catherine Fisher. 2010
	One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia. 2010
	Sisters Red by Jackson Pearce. 2010
	The Dead-Tossed Waves by Carrie Ryan. 2010
	The Enemy by Charlie Higson. 2010
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	The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey. 2009
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	Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins. 2009
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	Columbine by Dave Cullen. 2009
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	Don't Judge a Girl by Her Cover by Ally Carter. 2009
	Flash Burnout by L.K. Madigan. 2009
	Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith. 2009
	Going Bovine by Libba Bray. 2009
	Liar by Justine Larbelestier. 2009
	Lips Touch by Laini Taylor. 2009
	My Life In France by Julia Child. 2006
	Neil Armstrong is My Uncle & Other Lies Muscle Man McGinty Told Me by Nan Marino. 2009.
	North of Beautiful by Justina Chen Headley. 2009
	Once Was Lost by Sara Zarr. 2009
	Only A Witch Can Fly by Alison McGhee. 2009
	Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles. 2009
	Shelf Discovery by Lizzie Skurnick. 2009
	Shiver by Maggie Stiefvater. 2009
	The Demon's Lexicon by Sarah Rees Brennan. 2009
	The Everafter by Amy Huntley. 2009.
	The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacquelline Kelly. 2009
	The Forest of Hands and Teeth by Carrie Ryan. 2009.
	The Secret Science Alliance and the Copycat Crook by Eleanor Davis. 2009
	The Sweet Life of Stella Madison by Lara M. Zeises. 2009
	The Treasure Map of Boys by E. Lockhart. 2009
	The Witch's Guide to Cooking With Children by Keith McGowan. 2009
	We Were Here by Matt De La Pena. 2009
	When Mike Kissed Emma by Christine Marciniak. 2009
	When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead. 2009








Liz B's Best Books 2007


	Alice in Sunderland by Bryan Talbot, 2007
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	Bloodsong by Melvin Burgess, 2007
	Cures for Heartbreak by Margo Rabb, 2007
	Daisy Kutter: The Last Train by Kazu Kibuishi, 2005
	Dramarama by E. Lockhart, 2007
	Evolution, Me & Other Freaks of Nature by Robin Brande, 2007
	Flora Segunda by Ysabeau S. Wilce, 2007
	Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich by Adam Rex, 2006
	Gilda Joyce: The Ladies of the Lake by Jennifer Allison, 2006
	Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village by Laura Amy Schlitz, 2007
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J.K.Rowling, 2007
	Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes, 1943
	Lessons From A Dead Girl by Jo Knowles, 2007
	Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer, 2006
	Long May She Reign by Ellen Emerson White, 2007
	Naomi and Ely's No Kiss List by Rachel Cohn & David Levithan, 2007
	New Policeman, The by Kate Thompson, 2007
	Notes from the Teenage Underground by Simmone Howell, 2007
	Parrotfish by Ellen Wittlinger, 2007
	Professor's Daughter, The by Joann Sfar and Emmanuel Guibert, 2007
	Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr, 2007
	Talented Clementine, The by Sara Pennypacker, 2007
	Th1rteen R3asons Why by Jay Asher, 2007
	Theodosia and the Serpents of Chaos by R.L. La Fevers, 2007
	World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War by Max Brooks, 2006








Liz B's Best Books Of 2006


	Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume 1: The Pox Party, The by M.T. Anderson
	Babymouse: Rock Star by Jennifer L. Holm
	Book Thief, The by Markus Zusak
	brief chapter in my impossible life,a by Dana Reinhardt
	Caddy Ever After by Hilary McKay
	Case of the Missing Marquess, The: An Enola Holmes Mystery by Nancy Springer
	Cathy's Book: If Found Call (650) 266-8233
	Clay by David Almond
	Corbenic by Catherine Fisher
	Deogratias: A Tale of Rwanda by J.P. Stassen
	Don't Let The Pigeon Stay Up Late by Mo Willems
	Dramacon Vol. 2 by Svetlana Chmakova
	Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson
	Hugging The Rock by Susan Taylor Brown
	I'd Tell You I Love You, But Then I'd Have To Kill You by Ally Carter
	Kampung Boy by Lat
	Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City by Kirsten Miller
	King Dork by Frank Portman
	King of Attolia, The by Megan Whalen Turner
	Learning To Fly by Sebastian Meschenmoser
	Love Curse of the Rumbaughs, The by Jack Gantos
	Murder Of Bindy Mackenzie, The by Jaclyn Moriarty 
	Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist by Rachel Cohn & David Levithan
	One White Wishing Stone by Doris K. Gayzagian, ill. by Kristina Swarner
	Penny From Heaven by Jennifer L. Holm
	Ptolemy's Gate by Jonathan Stroud
	Queen of Cool, The by Cecil Castellucci
	Rash by Pete Hautman
	Rules of Survival, The by Nancy Werlin
	Sir Thursday by Garth Nix
	Surrender by Sonya Hartnett
	Witch Catcher by Mary Downing Hahn
	Wolves by Emily Gravett
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